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DEDICATION. 
To the Youth of the Town of Boſton. 


TA. Subje# of the following Sermon afeking Vou 


in an eſpecial manner, nothing can be more proper 
than to preſent it to your Service. 


WHEN I Pen'd it, I Bad wot the leaſt Tho't of ma- 
king it more Publick than the delivering it in my own 


Auditory. Upon which account there are thoſe Tnaccu- 
racies in it, which ] have no time now to mend, as were 


enough to make me very averſe at firſt to it's Publicatign. 


But the Repreſentations of others, that by the Seaſona- 
bleneſs of it, while your Minds are awakened with the 
late awful Inſtances of ſudden Death among you, * the 
Diſcourſe may be more likely to do you gond*; have over- 
come my Backwardneſs & made me willing to undergo 
any Cenſures for your Beneſit. SP] 


No doubt the Sight, and Rumour of theſe furprizing 


Tiftances, as it quickly run through the Town, did" ut 


Biſt affe you with a lively Apprehenſion of your. own _ 


| Exceeding Frailty & impending Danger, the deſperate 


Venture of truſting to your Lives a Day, and the infinite 
Importance of being always ready to appear before the- 


Great & dreadful G O D. 


BUF 17! The Marements of this deceitful World 
do preſently divert our Minds : Theſe Apprehenſions quickly 


wear off again ꝛe ſoon return to our former Cazelefniſs. 
and Security; tho' the ſame awful Hazard flill continues: 


and thus our hopeful Imprefions prove hut as the moin- 


ing Cloud, and as the early Dew, that quickly vaniſhes 


aways. P 


T O keep you therefore from Returning to ſuch a Frame . 


of Spirit; to preſerve alive the Apprebenfions of your own 


Danger; to make you ſenſible there if the ſame Reaſon. 
for yon to be continually apprehenſive of it as much as 
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DEDICATION. . 
when the lively Tnflances appear'd before your Eyes; and 


ſo to 2 you to a ſuitable Conduct; is the Deſign of 


Publiſhing the following Sermon. 


+ "AND now, The great Requeſt I hays to make, and 
which is indeed the Summary of every other, and the Pur- 
port of my whole Diſcourſe, is this, — That you wou'd 
every Morning as you awake and riſe in Health, con- 
fider feriouſly that you may be in the very Caſe of 


thoſe Two young Gentlemen, whom you ſo lately ſaw, 2 


igthe midſt of ſeeming Health, drop down & Die. 


TF yru won'd but every Morning "ey a Thought in 
fo juſt & wiſe a RefleFiov; it would be moſt likely, thro” 
the Grace of GO D, zo ſave you from many Sins & Fol- 
lies, and excite you ſo to Live as to be always ready for 
ſuch a ſudden Change. Ws | 


N O. R will ſuch a Courſe as tlis be. any Hndrance 


10 your ſolid Chearfulneſs or Pleaſure. For if every 
Morning you do ſincerely Give up your ſelves 10 


GOD in CHRIST, and then endeavour by his Help 55 | 


- pleaſe Him thro* the Day; you'l-have a confrant ſpring o 
Serenity & Chearfulneſ in you : thexe are a thouſand lawful 
Pleaſures you may freely take . Take them, and be-thankful 


to the bounteous Giver : while you moderately Purſue the 


: World, with theEfteem of otbers,you will be approved of GOD, 
and make ſure of Heaven. Tow will find that this it the 
Path of Wiſdom, Safety, Peace & Pleaſantneſs: and if it 
: ſhould be your Lot to Die at once, it. will only without 
any previous Terror, more eafily & quickly uſher you 
into a Life of endleſs Happineſs. ED ; 
THAT this my be the bleſſed Uſe & Tſſue of this 
Diſcourſe, in Conjundtion with theſe awful & never to be 
Forgotten Providences, is the earneſt Prayer f 


Boſlor, January Your Friend & Servant, 


281Þ 17 26,7. 3 
N I. Prince 


— 


Morning Health no Security againſt the 


as” 


Bi LoxD's Day Morning, January 22. 
” r.. 


and groweth up, in the Evening it is cut 
down and withereth. 9 


- 


the End of their Journyings there. For after 


he had therein drawn a moſt affect ing Scene of 
thoſe numerous Inftances of human Frailty, Mortality- 


bis and Affliction which had paſs'd among them; He to- 


> be wards the Cloſe lifts up his Heart in an hopeful Prayer, 
That GOD wou'd now return in a way of ſpecial Fa- 
vour, fatisfy them early with his Mercy, and maße 

nt, them glad according to the Days wherein He had af- 

Acheted them & the Tears wherein they had ſeen Evil. 
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| ſudden Arreſt of DEATH, betore Ni ght. | 


IN the Morning they are like Graſs whith | 
 grometh up: in the Morning it flouriſbeth 


Y the Title, this Plalm appears to be a Prayer. 
to GOD, compos'd by Moſes in the Wilder 
neſs for the Uſe of Iſrael: and by the general 
ſtrain it ſeems to have been compoſed towards. + 


— 


of 


2 Marui Health © 80 


1 0 comfort & ſupport Himſelf and that afflicted 

People in the fad Review of thoſe Deſtructions which 
had been made among them; he firſt raiſes up his Mind 

and begins the Pſalm with the Contemplation of GQD's 

| own Eternity, and of his being their Dwelliag Place 

C 

| 


in all Generations; and then in the Deſcription of their 


Calamities, he begins with GOD as the ſovereign Cauſe, | 
he repreſents them as the Fruits of his holy Diſplea- || 
ſure, and then he traces out their Sins as the fad Pro-! 


curers. 


| BUT tho the Plalm is written with a ſpecial view N 
to the Mortalities & Sorrows of that afflicted People ;| » 


| yet there are ſcarce any others here deſcribed but what | 3 
| gare common to the reſt of Men. i 

* AND here Moſes, in the „ 

„ 1ft place, ſpeaks of our univerſal Mortality & Diſſo- 

| | lution, aſcribing them to the Efficiency of GOD ; ver. 3. 

4 Thou turne# Man to Deſtruqtion. The laſt Word ſtrictly 


| © dJignifies to be bruiſed & broke to pieces. (p.) i. e. By 
* Bruiſing & Breaking his brittle Frame & Conſtitution, 
Thou doſt grind & rend him into Pieces: or, Thou break. 
eſt him to pieces as a Potter's Veſſel. (u) And ſayſi] tt 
Return ye Children of Men. In the Hebrew 'tis ye Chil-J as 
> dren of Adam. i. e. Return —Your Bodies to the Earth 27 
From whence they came; and your Spirits to GOD who an 
gave them, Gen. 3. 19. Pſal. 145. 4. Eecl. 12.7. (a) | 2" 
4 a A 7 gr. 
. 2. HE then deſcribes the Irreſiſtibility of this De 0. 
— ſttruction; in the beginning of the 5th ver. Thou carrieſi} Ea 
em. away 4s with a Flood. 1. e. Thou overwhelmeſt and Ou 
bareſt them away as ineſiſtibly & eaſily as a Flood o Sta 
Water breaks out & carriesaway all before it (d). Death Ch 
_ under the Divine Direction, is a fort of an 7nviſible Dey Ant 
Inge, (e) that ſweeps away all before it, and none cal fel 
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5 Yo! & falls down te the Earth, (): Or by the Seyth 


Jand grow like the Graſs oi tender Herb that has not 


us Security, &c. 


\ THAT Inſenſibility we are by this DeſtruAion Ws 
biet to; in the middle of the ſame Verſe. They are as « 
Bleep. i. e. As Men falling & fallen into a deep Sleep, fo 
Thou carrieft them away, and ſo they Die. Like a Sleep 
imperceptibly, ſo Death ſeizes on them: and having 
ſeiz' d them, deprives them of their ſenſitive Powers 
and they lie like Men afleep, inſenſible of their own 
Condition and of every thing about them. 


4. THE unerpelied & Curprizing Suddenneſe of their 
Deſtruction; as in our Text. In the Morning they are. 
like Graſs which g#oweth up: in the Morning it flou- 
riſheth & groweth up, in the Evening it is cut down ang : 
wit beret b. 


THIS ſimilitude may be taken either from "OR ten- 
der ſort of Herbs, that very ſuddenly fade away: tho? 
they flouriſh in the Morning, yet being heated by the 
Sun at Noon, their Juice evaporates and they quickly 
wither. . Or rather from the cutting down of the flou- 
riſhing . Graſs by the hand of the Mower. (m) . 

TN the Morning, i. e. 

t.) IN their Infancy or Youth, ia the morniog of 
their Age. (g) They are like Graſs, or as an Herb, 
as all the ancient Tafons render it. (b) That. groweth 
up, or changeth or poſſech, as the Original may fighify, 
and ſeveral tran{late (% 7.2. Like the fpring- 
ing Graſs or Herb chay 1108 and quickly altering; they - 


| grow in ſprightlineſs & Beauty. In the Morning ie 

De flouriſheth & groweth up. Being ſproured out of the 
Earth, it becomes more freſh & flouriſhing : It ſhooteth 
| out with a pleaſant Flower: It grows an Strength and 


Stature, and haftens on towards it's Perfection. So the 
Children of Men, in the Morning: of Life, they flour 


felt the Meridian Sun: But in ide Evening it 15 cut 8 1 
down & witbereth Tho' it be freſh io the Morhing, 
yet, by too ſudden & intenſe an Heat, it ſoon changes, 


mn, Holler. g. Gej, 88 1 Pol. Synopl. 1. Bide Pol 1 
& Fol. Synopl. 7 . 
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of the Mower, it is ſuddenly cut down and -withereth , 
away. 
II fignifys the haſty & ſudden Change of the Sons 
of Men to Deſtruction: They are ſcarcely Born & riſen, 
but they are quickly cut down & periſh. (4) The ſpace 
of Humane Life may be here-compar'd to angle Day. 
The Birth & Youth of Men is like the Morning, and 
theit Death is like the Night or Evening. And the 
Senſe may be, — That many die in the Prime of their 
Age, like a tender Herb that cannot bear the leaft Heat 
of the Sun; and other Young Ones Live to flouriſh, 
bur by the Noon of Life they paſs away. (.) 


(2 .) THE Morning dere may not only ſignify the Mora 
of Life, or our Youthful Age, but alſo in a more Li- 
teral ſenfe, the very Morning of an Artificial Day. In 


the Morning flouriſheth & groweth up: But in the Even- 
ing of the ſame Day may be cut down & withered. 
And as this is applicable to every Age of Life, I ſhall in 
this ſenſe alſo, as well as the other, confider i it, under 


0 was: General 
. D O RI N E, 


"THAT. tho? ingthe Morning of the Day we may. be 


grawing up & flouriſhing as. the Graſs 5, yet in the 
© Evening, whether we are Elder or Lane we may 


be cut down & withered. |; | 
FOR Illuſtration! ſhall endeavour theſe aide Things 
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1. 10 Jeſcribe ſomething of the Condition here ſig- 
nified, when we are growing, & neee as Fe 
© | 'Grafs. in the Morning. 
* 2. SHOW. that for all this, whether we are Elder or 
* 2 \. Younger,, we may in rhe Evening be cut don and 
8 - withered. 
; 3. & Laſtly, THE affecting Change & Seats: we are 
88 * reduced 10 when we are e "vt; down 
. and withered. 
? 1. Dutch Amor, ah FT in n P. e ; "Ir 7 
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this reſpect we may be like the Graſs or Herb that ia 


%, > 2 5 * 


Sten, c. 5 
1 7 O deſcribe ſomething of the Condition here ſignified; 25 


. | when we are growing & Fouriſbing as ihe n in * 
| Morning... 1 


„ 


f "THE Simititude being taken from the e or Herb 
| | of the Field; I might here run out into a great Va- 
, | riety of Inftances to ſhow how fitly we may be compa- 
e | red to it. Eſpecially ſince the inſpired Scriptures do ſe- 
© | veral times make uſe of this apt Alluſion.“ But I 
, | fhall confine my ſelf to this ſingle Inſtance of E 

| ing. State in the Prime of the Day., 


x | | SEE then the Grafs & Herbs i in the e being re- 

uh freſh'd with Dew, repleniſh'd with Moiſture & enlivened 
1 | with the rifing Light of the Sun ; How freſh & gay they 

* appaat / They ſpring ſo faſt as we are ready to think 
4 e ſee them grow. They Change indeed at firſt as tle if 
5 quickly paſs to further Degrees of Eminence: They grow _— 
a | in Thickneſs, Strength & Stature : They branch out Their: 
x | verdant Leaves, diſplay their, beauteous Flowers and 
- | Haftily aſpire to their full Perfection. Then we fee them 
flouriſhing in all their Verdute, Strength & Flowers, 
Ibriskly waving in the fluent Air, and ſhowing all the 
* Signs of Life, Proſperity & Continuance. ; 


19 AND this may give us ſome Reſt miblance of our 
flouriſhing Morning. State: eſpecially in our young and 
growing Age. 


5 | AND this is when we : awake & ariſe in Health, 

WW Strength & Vigour. When we not only appear with a 
A lively; hail & chearful Countenance; but this arifes* 
from the ſenſe of Eaſe within, the Fulneſs of our Bern 
or Urits, and the Freedom of their Operations. 


WHEN our Conſtitutions beiog unbroken, the Veſſels 
whole & open, and the Fluids free & regular in their Cir= 
ulations thro' them. There's no ſenſe of Pain, Unea- 
ſinefs* or Diforder : But an inward Pleaſure ru.ining in 
Very Vein of the Body, and a ſecret Exuttation riling © 
— —  <— — ä 


T 1 10; 15. Ia. 42/6, 7,8, t Pet. 1,24 
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of the Mower, it is ſuddenly cut down and - withereth 
away. 

11 ſignifys the haſty & ſudden Change of the Sons 4 
| of Men to Deftrution : They are ſcarcely Born & riſen, « 
but they are quickly cut down & periſh. (4) The {pace 

of Humane Life may be here compar'd to a ſingle: Day. 
The Birth & Youth of Men is like the Morning, and | © 
their Death is like the Night or Evening. And the | * 
Senſe may be, —That' many die in the Prime of their J 
3 Age, like a tender Herb that cannot bear the leaft Heat 1 
7 of the Sun; and other Young Ones Live to flouriſh, ſt 
but by the Noon of Life they paſs away. (m.) . 77 


(2 .) THE Morning here may not only ſignify the Mora | _ 
of Life, or our Youthful ' Age, but alſo in a more Li- f 
teral ſenſe, the very Morning of an Artificial Day. In | 
this reſpett we may be like the Graſs or Herb that ia A 
the Morning flouriſheth & groweth up: But in the Even- | 

ing © of. the ſame Day may be cut down & withered. | 7 
And. as this is applicable to every Age of Life, I ſhall in | in 
this ſenſe alſo, as well as the other, conhider it, under | Y* 
Y this General He 
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"THAT 700% ing the Morning of the Day we may. be 81 


growing up & flouriſhing as the Graſs 5, yet in the 
© Evening, whether we are Elder or TORRg rs: we may 


be cut down S withered. 1. 210 | fle 
FOR Illuſtration] mall 3 theſe ner Things 


I. 10 Jeſcribe ſomething of the Condition here ſig- 
nified, when we are growing, & flouriſhing as che 
_ Grals. in the Morning. fre 
2. SHOW that for all this, whether we are Elder « or [it 
\. Younger, we may in the Evening be-cut don and 
. withered. - 
3. & Laſtly, THE affecting Change & Stare we are 
then reduced wa WAS We are N ut. down 
and withered. 8 33 
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1. 70 deſcribe ſomething of the Condition here ſignified, 
when we are growing un hug as the . in the 


: Morning. - 


"THE Siwilitude being wiki from che eva or b 
of the Field; I might here run out into a great Va- 


' riety of Inſtances to ſhow how fitly we may be compa- 


red to it. Eſpecially ſince the inſpired Scriptures do ſe- 
veral times make uſe of this apt Alluſion.“ But I 
ſhall confine my ſelf to this ſingle Inftance of it's HOWIE: 
ing State in the Prime of the Day. 


SEE then the Graſs & Herbs i in the Moi, being re- 
freſh'd with Dew, repleniſh'd with Moiſture & enlivened 
with the rifing Light of the Sun ; How freſh & gay they 
adpeat. ! They ſpring ſo faſt as we are ready to think 

e ſee them grow. They Warft, indeed at firſt as they 
quickly pals to further Degrees o 


verdant Leaves, diſplay their, beauteous Flowers and 
haftily aſpire to their full perfect ion. Then we ſee them 
flouriſhing in all their Verdure, ' Strength & Flowers, 
briskly waving in the fluent Air, and ſhowing all the 
Sigas of Life, Proſperity & Continuance. 


AND this may give us ſome Reſemblance of our | 
flouriſhing Morning State: : eſpecially in our young . and 
growing Age. 


AND this is when we | awake & ariſe in Health) 
Strength & Vigour. When we not only appear with a 
lively; 'hail & chearful Countenance ; but this ariſes”. 


\ 


from the ſenſe of Eaſe within, the Fulneſs of our Spi- ö 


rits, and the Freedom of their Operations ee 


WHEN our Conſtitutions beiog unbroken, the Veſſels 

hole & oper, and the Fluids free & regular in their Cir= 

lations thro” them. There's no ſenſe of Pain, Unea- 
inefs or Diforder - But an inward Pleaſure ru.injng in 
Very Vein of the Body, and 4 ſecret Exultation ziſing 
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1 wy "We Moraine Health 


in the Soul from the joyous Sentiments of a univerſal 


State of Tranquility & Health within us. 


THEN we flouriſh as the Graſs. And this is ſtill 
more eminent in the Morning, after a ſufficient & re- 
Freſhing Sleep in the Night. Having taken our full and 
pleaſant Reſt, and Slept in Eaſe & Quiet, we find our 

pirits then repleniſhed & reaew'd with Vigour : The 


Soul & Body ſeem to be in a perfect Harmony together : 


There's no Complaigt between them: no ſuſpicion of 
any Danger of their parting quickly: nothing but a 
mutual Joy & Satisfaction. The Soul is pleas'd to find 
the Body fit & ready for all it's Defires & Purpoſes : and 


the Body pleas'd and active in the Execution of them. 


IN the Wombef the Morning we have the Dew of 


| our Youth. Then the Mind is full of Der Bj & Vigour : 
The Spirits play with Pleaſure :. the Soul 


elighted with 
it's preſent Manſion, and in the fair & undoubted Proſ- 
pect of it's was Continuance. The young Man then 
rejoices ia his Youth & Health; the out-goings of the 


Moming are joyful to him: As a Bridegroom he comes 
out of his Chamber; and rejoices as a ſtroug Man to tun 


— 


a Race. | rg 


” THIS is ſome brief Deſcription of the State here ſigni- 
fy'd when we flouriſh in the Morning like the Graſs. 


AND now, how exceeding ready are we to glory in 


our morning Health & Strength, and to depend & truſt 
to the long Continuance. We can't tell how to think 


that in Evening we may be cut down & withered - and 

we cou'd ſcarce ſuppoſe it poſſible in Nature, were we 

not convinced of it by repeated & known Examples, 
WE therefore now proceed in te 


I Place, TO Bow that yer fer all this, whethey we 


are Alder or Younger, we may in the Fvening be cut, dawn 
{© -, aud withered 5 % Vio 
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Tupported by the lame corruptible 
ſubjected to the ſame Laws of Nature : ſurrounded with 


10 Security, cc. 


;. e. NOTWITHSTANDING. the | flouriſhing State 
of the morning Health we have been deſcribing, - we 
are thro*out the Day expoſed to be ſuddenly cut down 


by the ſtroke of Death, and all our Vigour, . Strength _ 


and Beauty faded : 


and in the. Evening this may be 
our Portion. = | 


Now that in the midſt of Health & Pleaſure, we 


are continvally expos'd to this, aud that this may be our 


Caſe at Night, appears both from Obſervation and the 
Knowledge of Nature, as well as from the Holy Scriptures. 


FOR this has been the Caſe of multitudes of others 


and it has been an ancient, plain & univerſal Maxim 
among the Sons of Men, That, what has been may be. 


There is nothing known in Nature to ſecure us from the 


ſame ſudden Deſtruct ion. 


WE ſpring & riſe from the ſame Original: We ae 


compos'd of the ſame various & diſfolvable Lrinci- 
ples : We are configured & formed after the ſame Model a 
Meeting Aliments : 


and breath in the ſame changeable & noxious Air: and 
therefore Live in the ſame natural Dangers, and are ex- 
pos'd to the ſame quick & ſurprizing Diſſolution. 


AND if et we riſe to higher Cauſes, there is ſtill the | 


ſame awful & contiaual Hazard. 


FOR we are all equally 5n the Hands of the Great 


GOD, the ſovereign Ruler & Upholder of the World. * 
He has juftly condemn'd us all to die for our original and 
joint Rebellion againſt Him: and doubtleſs he takes Care 


to ſee his righteous Sentence executed. He alſo ſees every - 
Perſonal Iniquity both in the Commiſſion, Purpoſe and 
| allowed Inclination : and is infinitely offended with it. 


And as He has continual Provocation, fo He has Power 


enough with the greateſt Eaſe to ſtrike & cut us down in | 


a moment when ever He pleaſes. 


- 
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HE has likewiſe all natural Cauſes both material and 
ſpiritual under his actual & abſolute Direction. He can 
employ his mighty Angels to deftroy us in an inviſible 
manner at once: and as they excel in ſtrength, ſo they 
rejoice to do his will. * Or without them He does 
whatever He pleaſes, and nothing can interrupt or hinder 
Him. F Yea GOD upholds us in Life every. momeat, as 
much as a Man holds up a Stone from falling dowa to 
the Ground: and He need not ftrike us, He need only 
withold his vital Inftuence from us, and we. immediately 
die & fink and return to the Earth to which we are en- 
clin'd, and from whence we came. In. fine, we continu- 
ally provoke Him to this, and are therefore always ex- 


poſed to ſuch a quick Deſtruct ion. 


OUR moſt flouriſhing Morning Health & Vigour wilt 
no more therefore ſecure us from being cut down in the 
Evening, than the Flouriſhiag of the ſprightly Graſs in 
all it's morning Strength & Beauty. Thro'out the Day 


we are in continual Banger of being cut down on aſud- 


den by the irreſiſtible ſtroke of GOD, either immedi- 
atelv by his own Efficiency in an invifible manner, or thro” 
the Agency of natural Cauſes, or by the mere withold- 
ang his vital & ſupporting Influence from us. 
I ay, Cut down on a ſudden : For this no doubt is 
ſignified by this alluGve Expreſſion. For the cutting down 
of the Graſs —How quick & inſtantaneous is it! It is. 
done at once, in the Hight of all it's Flouriſh & Verdure. 
And thus are many of the Sons of Men cut down at once 
in the midſt of their Health & Pleaſure. 4s the Fiſhes, 
that are taken in an evil Net, and as the Birds t bat are 
eaug ht in the ſnare ; ſo are the Sons of Men ſnaved in an 
evil time when it falleth ſuddenly upon them, Ecck 9. 12. 
| TO rhis are we every Moment of the Day expoſed, 
and in the Evening may unexpectedly prove to be gut 
down & withered. _ Cs eee, 
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AND as this is a General Truth comprehenſive of us 
all; it therefore includes both Elder & Younger of every. 
Age: and as the above mentioned Cauſes of Danger are 
common, They equally ſhow that no ſort of Age is any _ 
| Security from ſuch a fudden Deſtruction. 0 


BUT inaſmuch as it may more fully convince us, or at 
leaft more ſenſibly move us, it may be convenient here to 
I deſcend to Particulars. oi. ute EE age bay 
AND, i Fi | 
1. THE Elder Ones that are flouriſhing in the Morn- 
ing as Graſs, may yet in the Evening be cut down and 


IN the Elder Ones, their Lives, their Health, their 1 
Strength & Vigour, are in a great meaſure ſerſibly waſted 


= 


away. Their Conſtitutions of Body are either broken or 
wounded : and their Lives on this account in more appa- 
tent Hazaid. The Wrinkles of their Skin, the looſe Con- 
extuie of their Fleſh, and the Coldneſs of their external 
Arts'do ſhow, the vital Powers are decayed in them, and 
unable now to create & ſend their uſual ſupplies of Hear 
and Nouriſhment. And their various Veſſels having been _ 
extended to rife umoſt Limits, they have thereby loſt | 
their ſpringy Tenor & Strength, incline to relax, and fo 
their Powers of acting, which are the Powers of Nature, 
are failing and in a meaſure gone already. From this Re- 
laxation riſes faint, unequal &-irregular Actions on their 
ineloſed Fluids: and what numerous Dangers theſe pro- 
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duce I muſt leave the Phyſicians to ſay. 
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I ſhall now only cite you to that lively Deſcription 

of this State of the Body which the inſpired Solomon 
gives ug, in Eccl. 12. 3, 6. Now rhe Keepers of the Houſe, 

1. e. the Head & Hands begin to;tremble : the ftrong Men, 
ine, the Legs & Shoulders to bow themſelves; the Grinders, 

i. e. the Teeth, to ceaſe to do their office, becauſe they are, 

few : and th oſe that look out of the windows, i. e. the Eyes, 

to be darkned. Now, the Silver Cord, i. e. the Whole 
Syſtem of Nerves, whereby all the Inſtruments of Life. 
are moved, they begin to be looſened: and now you muſt i 
D expect that the Golden Bowl, i. e the Veſſel that * 8 
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| the Brain; the Pit eber at the Fountain, i. e. the Heart; n 
and the heel at the Ciftern, i. e. the Lungs ; that zheſe, || © 
| . e. their Contextures & Powers will be quickly broken: 10 
| | they will loſe their moving drawing & diſtributing Vir- d, 
' tue; and ſo Blood & Spirits, and Heat & Senſe & Motion || 
| will all fail in the Body: (j.) And then this curious || *! 
Arangement of finer Duſt ſhall return to the Earth, in | *' 
| which it lay dispers'd, and from whence it was but a little E 
| While fince collected. | En 
| 


| FROM theſe Confiderations we may ſee ſomething of Itb 
the eſpecial Hazard of the Elder Ones among us, that 
are in the Morning flouriſhing as Grals, their eſpecial 

Hazard of being cut down in the Evening & withered. [® 


Bur the Elder Perſons have ſo often ſeen ſuch Inftances a1 
of this, that there's leſſer need of ſhowing them their H 
Particular Danger. They are the Younger Ones that ate J 
much more hardly to be convinced: that can't tell how 
| to think of being ſuddenly cut down by Death, while 
they are flouriſhing in Health & Joy, and in the Morn- of 
ing of their Lives. of, a 


x TO theſe including the ftron 175 neakthieſt & moſt on 
i - unbroken Conftitutions, 1 ſhall therefore now apply my 
ſelf &ſhow | „ x . 


io 5 * a (- 3 
of 2. THAT even the Younger Ones, that are in the 
| Morning flouriſhing as Graſs, may in-the Evening alſo 
de cut down & withered. . 125 
[ 1 AND have you not known Inſtances enough of this 
Already, to convince you fully of your continual Danger ? 


|, "HOW many in their Youthful Days have loſt their 

| Lives at once by Drowning, Falling, Shooting, by a Flaſh 

| of Lightening; and bynumbeileſs other Accidegta® :?: 
pected & ſudden Change in their wn Bodies ? In the 
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X / ' . H , 
midR of ſeeming Health and Pleaſure, they have been at 


Jonee bereaved of Senſe, and have fallen down breathleſs 


on the Ground. To mention now no other than the 
double awful Inſtances in one Day, in the ſame Street, in 

the mo# publick Part of the Town, & near the ſame Hour, 
about a Week ago. How flouriſhing were they in Health 
and. Eaſe in the Morning of that fatal Day : but in the 
Evening we law them cut down & withered. In the 
ſatne ſeeming State of Health as any of you now: and 
could no more think of being cut down in the Evening 
than the livelieſt among you. | CW | 


| 1 
AND are not theſe double Inſtances ſhocking to you, 
ſhocking to your vain Confidence, and enough ro make 
you ſenſible how exceeding Frail the healthieſt of you 
are: and tho'' now this Morning you are flouriſhing' in 
Health and Chearfulneſs, yet in the Evening of this 
very Day, you may like them be cut down & withered, 


AND this you wou'd ſtill be more clearly convinc'd . 
of, if you cou'd but know your own inward Frame &g 
Conſtitution. If you cou'd but fee the very flender Threads 
your Lives are conſtantly depending on; you would be 
amaz'd, you would be afrighted at your continual Dan- 
ger; and greatly wonder how it comes to paſs that you 
have eſcaped ten thouſand ſudden Deaths already. | 


THE Blood & Vapours are continually aſcending into 
the Zrain : and if they ſhould riſe too faſt or in too great 
a Force or Quantity, as they may by numberleſs Caules, 
you are. in the utmoſt Danger: If they ſhould get out 
of their tender Veſſels there, or by [welling them preſs 
on the more vital Parts adjoining, ſo as to obſtrudt 
their Motions, you are gone in a Moment. If a Cold, 
a Cramp, a ſharp or a glutinous Humour ſhould ſeize , 
ome of the' neceſſary Springs of Life; the Courſe 


Ef Nature ſtops immediately, and you die without a 


Remedy. If lome exceeding fine and tender Threads 
or Skins, which are in continual Action, ſhou'd. break 
vithin you, you are deftroy'd at once without Reco- 
ery. If by any fort of inward Surprize or Paſſion, or 
but ward Lmpreſſion from the cold ambient Air, or other 
e he ' 5 numercu; 
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numerous Cauſes, the perſpirable Matter or any othet 
Humours ſhou'd ſuddenly ftrike inwards, & bare ſo much 


on the chief Inſtruments of vital Motions as to oyer- 


3 P 


power & ſtop them; you ate Kill'd as ſuddenly, as 
if you were ſtruck thro* the Heart with a Bullet, 


YEA this very Heart of yours — it continually La- 


' bours, tho* you feel nothing of ir, with an amazing 


Force to beat the Blood along it's Veſſels & keep you 
alive.“ And if it ceaſe to move a few Minutes, you 
preſently expire & die for all the Art of Man to ſave 
you. But by the greateſt Philoſophers this amazing 
Aion of the Heart is found to riſe, - not merely from 
it's own Conftrution or the mechanick Powets of Na- 
ture ; but is even mov'd continually by ſome inviſible 
and mighty Agent, which no doubt is GOD himſelf. 
They are convinc'd it is not the Soul that moves it: 
For the Soul Knows nothing of it, aud it moves & acts 
with the ſame amazing Force when the Soul is at the 


_ greateſt Reſt & Eaſe in the Time of Sleep, and when it 


is moſt unmindful of the Body and moſt attentive on 
external Objects, as when we are awake and have no- 
thing todivert us. The Heart thus moves continually 
whether the. Sou} will have it or no: the Heart goes 
on and regaids it not: and the Soul can neither hinder 
nor continue one ſingle Action of the Heart a moment. 


It has no more Command of the Heart within us, either 


to ſtop or move it, than of the Heart of another. 


IN ſhort jt is no leſs than the Omnipreſent & Al- 
mighty GOD that has it io his immediate Hands and 
moves it for us. And thus they find zhoſe Scriptures 
to be true in the ſtricteſt ſenſe. Job 12. 10. In whoſe 


Hand is the Soul, (or Life as tis in the Margin) of every 


living Thing, and the Breath of all Mankind. Pla 66,9. 


It is found to ſend the Blood ont of it with the Swiftnel: 
of above 50 Foot in a Minute, and with a Power of above 
Z3oodo Pound weight, Which is vaſtly .more than the 
whole Body can raiſe directly from the Ground, ;; Aud 
yet this Power has more than ge times greater a Reſiſt- 


Ance to overcome in ſen ling the Stream of8 59d inco the 
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Which holdeth our Soul in Life: and Acts 17. 28. For in 

Him we live & move & have our Being. And now, ik 

the Great & dreadful GOD, whom you provoke by | 

your Sins continually, ſhould ceaſe to move this woh- | 

derful Machine of Life, you die immediately & wither | 

away. | e 
IN theſe reſpects are we very fearfully as well as on- 

, | . derfully made and preſerved. And I might inftance _ 

in a great many other dangerous Circumſtances of your + 

| mortal Bodies, that are almoſt infinitely frailer than 

> | you can conceive. But methinks, this is enough to 

3 hom you, that tho' in the Morning you are flouriſhing 

1 as Graſs, yet in the Evening you may be cyt down by 

Death & withered, ORs M P N 


- 
. WX therefore go on ia the 
s 


III and laſt place, to Conſider briefly the affecking Change 
e | and State we are then reduc'd to, when like the Graſs we 
it are actually cut down & withered. „ 


— 
— 


Wt + 


o- NOW the Part of the Graſs or rs gut down, in 
ly | that very moment looſes all it's Life & vital Power. 
es | It immediately falls & lies proſtrate, oa the Ground. 
ex | The Circulation of it's Juices now are ftopt, It has 
it, | no ſtrength to draw in.any Nouriſhment, to put forth 
er | any plealant Flowers, or to wave in the Air any more, 

And it quickly withers alſo. It looſes all it's Spright- 

linefs & lively Colours : They preſently die & fade 
\1- | away, It ſoon grows pale & wan, till it turgs to a 
nd | more Earthy Hue, and then to Rottenneſs. And as the 
1s | watry Parts expire, it yet withers more, 7. e. It ſhrinks 
ofe and waſts away to Duſt. 0 17 


. 0. AND to ſuch a piteous Caſe as this are we reduced, : 
I when like the Graſs, we are cut down & withered. _ 


corel BEING cut down by the oak of Death, our Liveli- 
the neſs & Strength ate at once entirely vanithed. Like the 


uy Graſs it ſelt we fall-gown to the Earth, from whence 
( ᷣ . ooo 
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/ we ſprang. As we are become inſenſible, ſo likewiſe 
- utterly paſſive to all about us. We are moved hither 
and thitber, and diſpoſed of juſt as they pleaſe, The 

pleaſant Looks and the beauteous Colours, they 
preſently Change and fade away. The white and 
| 1uJdy Countenance grows wan and ghaſtly.” The 

* Corple ſoon turns to an Earthy Hue, like the dirty Ele- 

ments of which it is formed, The Comelineſs quickly 
turns to Corruption: and as the Moiſture conſtantly eva- 

© * porates, it withers more, and conſumes to Duſt. | 


5 - THIS is the low, the abaſed State, which like the 
” Graſs of the Earth we come to, when we are cut down 
and withered, Surely then, the People is 2 and 
all the Goodlineſs thereof is as the Flower of the Field: 
the Graſs withereth, the Flower fadeth; becauſe the ſpirit 
of the Lord bloweth upon it. As for Man, bis Days are 
.as Graſs : as a Flower of the Field ſo he flourifheth ; For 
3 the wind paſſeth over it and it is gone; and the Place 
WM thereof ſhall know it no more. F FN 


* BUT Oh — What is now become of that ſeparate 
1 Spirit, which once in ſuch a wonderful manner enli 
1 vened, beautified, rul'd & acted this curious & com 
ounded Frame of Duſt & Water! Here we muſt leave 
| the Parallel between Graſs & Man, which caa hold no 
[FB further; and ſearch for that reſtleſs nobler Part, tha 
| | ever either Plants or Brutal Animals poſſeſs'd : . whoſe 


Www _e ae©ſQeorp_ .,co old inf. 


State at Death is of infinitely greater moment for us 
to contemplate & know, than that of our withered and 
mouldering Bodies. Ps nl OO 
THESE Parts of ours, our Souls they never die, no 

Wither away: But they continue ſtill the ſame for thei 
Subſtance, Natures & Powers for ever, and in the ſamq m. 
moral Condition for Kind tho* not in Degree, as them. 
Were in when they dwelt in the Body. Then the Eternit 
nal Sentence of GOD is pronounced upon them — Hine 
that 1s Holy, let him be Hily flill ; and He that is Filtbyſa\ 
let him be Filthy ſtill. VV 
e ee ee 
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0 4 THEN, the Sou! being releaſed from the Body, is re- 
t leas'd from all it's Laws & Influence. It ſubſiſts diſtin& 


—— ——— ————— or eee 
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e in all it's effential Powers & Vigours. It is awakened ' . 


y | then from the inſenſible ſtupor of Death with which 

d it was overwhelm'd for a moment while GOD was dif- - 
e | ſolving it's vital Tie with the Body. And then it 
returns to the Preſence of God who gave it. “ It re- 
y | turns to GOD as it's Omniſcient, holy & impartial | 


a- | Judge : It appears before his Scat to be tryed, and to Ml | 


determined of for ever. | 


ne THERE every thing appears naked & open before the +. 


vn] Eyes of Him with whom we have to do. The Pro- 
nd faneſs, Hypocriſy & ſecret Enmity of the Unrenewed to 
d:] GOD, cannot be concealed : but they'l appear in the 
rit] moſt open Light to their utter Confuſion. - And there 
are] the Repentance, Faith & Love of the Upright towards 
or] Him, will break out & appear in all their Luſtre, to their 
lace} inexpreſſible Joy & Confidence in Him. Our ſeveral 
| States will immediately diſcover themſelves : the Tryal 
I upon them will therefore quickly be over: and then 
rate comes on the definitive, irrepealable Sentence: either 
nlif to be bound & reſerved with Devils in chains of Dark- 
om neſs to the Judgment of the Great Day and the Publick 
cave} Tryal of all the Things we have done ia the Body: tf or 
1 no] elſe tobe acquitted, juſtified && made perfectly Holy 
han thro' CHRIST, to paſs into his delightful Preſence, and 
phoſq there to remain till the Reſurre&ion of it's precious 


rug Duſt to an immortal State of Life & Beauty. 


AND now, In what manner are theſe various Spirits 
employed in their ſeparate State:? 


(amqgmoſt diſmal Apprehenſions & Horrours. They have a 
rheymoſt awful View of the glorious Holineſs, Juſtice, Om- 
ErexfRilcience & Power of GOD. Being conſcious of their 
— Hpnexcuſable Guilt, they reflect on the dating Sins they 
It byhave committed againſt Him, and then they look on 
* —— —:j̃ꝓʒV r — — 
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'HED forward 


theid WHY — The Condemned are fill'd & tormented with _ 
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forward to their endleſs & amazing Puniſhment, With 
the Devils they believe it & tremble. They know there 
remains no more Sactifice of Sins for them, but a cer- 
tain fearful looking for of Judgment & fiery Indigna- 
tion from GOD, to devour them his implacable Fas- 
mies. With the condemned Ghoſts of Sodom & Gomorra, 
they have in their own Minds a moſt terrible Senſe of 
ſuffering the Vengeance of eternal Fire. And with 
further Horrours they dread the Reſurrect ion of their vile 
Bodies to compleat their Milery., | 


BUI on the other hand, the juſtified & ſanftified Spi- J,. 
Tits . they enter into that perfect & eternal Reft that Jar 
remains for the People of GOD. And there they are dw. 
forever free & ſecure both from Sin, Temptation, Fear [of 
and Suffering. They rejoice exceedingly that they are 
fafely got thro* the dark Paſſage of Death. They wi- | 
umph in the pleaſing Reviews of their momentany Tryals Ibu 
on Earth, their Perſeverance thro' them, their Victo- [lat 
Ties over them, and in the Certain Proſpect of that far 
more exceeding & eternal weight of Glory which they 
have been working forthem. They are happy in the 
_ Preſence of GOD, ia the Viſion of CHRIST, and in 
the delightful Society of numberleſs Angels & other 
perfected Spirits, who moſt dearly love them & rejoice o 
in their Happineſs. In fine, They ate they are de- E 
| Jivered out of the Priſons of their vile & ſiuful Bodies: 
and they joy in the Proſpect of their glorious Reſurrecti- 
on in the Perfection of Beauty & Holineſs, and with 
immortal Life & Vigour, to partake of their new found 
Pleaſures & complear their Felicity: To be tranſported h 
together to the celeftial Paradiſe, never to be cut down 
or fade any more, but to grow & flouriſh in their Per-fh 
fection for ever. * 


, * 
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THESE are the various affecting Conſequences of quiÞrear 
being cut down by Death & withered. Aud thuger n 

have we ſeen. ſome faint IIluſtration of this impor 
tant Dockine : We muſt now Conclude with ſome 
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t. HEN we flouriſh in the Morning as Graſs, | 
let us then remember our Graſs-like Conflitution & be 
greatly* humble. | | | 


n 


HOW apt are the ſtrong to glory in their Strength, 
the healthy in their Health, the ſprightly in their Vi- 
gour, and the comely in their Comelineſs. The ſuper- 

cial Apptehenſions of theſe corporeal Indowmeats, 
elate our Minds with ſelf-Conceit & Pride. But let 
us get a deeper View of our real Frame & Compoſition; 
and we ſhall ſee enough to check this Vanity, and that 


we have no ſuch realon as we fondly imagin, to boaſt 
r 5 N 
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FOR what is all this bodily Frame & Complexion, 
but a mere Contexture of Du# & Vater? It came bur 
)- lately out of the Ground we tread on; and thither, as 
ir Jto.it s native Soil, it will quickly return again. Vea 
y Jthe very Filth & Ordure of the Streets — wo may eaſily- 
ie [think of what vile Ingredients 'tis compoſed —— Ir is 
in carefully carried into our Fields & Gardens: There it 
er ſeither deſcends in Roots, or riſes into Grain or Herbs, 
ce for Graſs & Flowers: It ſoon comes into our hungry 
e- Bodies, turns into Blood & Fleſh & vital Spirits, and 
0 orms our Strength & Beauty. Wie 4 RI 
th AND what is Strength, but a more cloſe Coheſion 
nd pf the duſty Parts? and what is Beauty, but ſuch a 
ted Rangement of them in the Skin, as to reflect ſome pe- Go 
wnfuliar Rays of Light or Colours to the Eyes as pleafe | 
der- The Fancy? What is Health, butthe earthen Veſſels 
pot being broken or diſtorted, and the Thinneſs of the 
luids rolling thro' them? and what is Vigour, but a 
quißreater Plenty of a thinner or more ſpringy tort of mat- 
huger moving eaſily & ſwiftly in us? „ ee 
not . | #387 2 gy IT * : 4 ; | 
e | IN fhort, The Subftance is all the ſame in one as in 
_pnother,”#7/e & Earthy. In the Streets *tis Filth and 
utrefaction : In the Graſs it flouriſhes: In the living 
N ZJace it ſhe ws the heauteous Colours of Light * 
) | | [om 
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from it: and in a little while it withers, and turns to a 
more loathſome Puttefaction than it was before, 


WELL may we therefore own in a literal Senſe with 
Job in great abalemenrt, * I have ſaid to Corruption, 
Thou art my Father: To the Worm, Thou' art my Mother 


and my Sifter : and where is now my Hope? And where 


is now our Pride? e fball go down to the Bars of the 
Hit and reft together in the Duſt. We ſhall go down 
and reſt together i. e. My Father, Mother, Sifter, 
Corruption, Worms & We together. For as an Inſtance 
that we are ina mcalure in a State of Putrefaction al- 
ready; the very healtbieſt of us have always Millions 
of thoſe vile Creatures {warming in our Fleſh & Blood: 


They conſtantly Live in & upon us: and as we Live 


together, ſo we ſhall die and go down into the Pit 


together, only they will a little out-live us, and there 


diſſolve & reſt together in the Duſt. 


2. WHAT Cauſe have we to admire GOD's d iſtinguiſhing 
Power & Goodneſs in our continual Preſervation. | 


THE Union of Soul & Body and the Continuance of 
it can be aſcribed to nothing but his. immediate and 


' continual Influence. But the ſtrength of the Soul is 


limited - and this noble & active Part is, in it's preſent 
State at leaſt, unable to move all the mighty Engines of 


Life in the Body: and they muſt be moved continually, | 


or we die in'a moment. Ina few Hours Action of the 
Limbs by Labour, or of the Mind by Study ; the Soul 
grows weary of moving them, and requires to reſt. 


But the vital Inſtiuments in us muſt inceſſantly La- 
'bour with an exquiſite Nicety, and an Exettion of Force 


abundantly greater; and the mover of them mult never 


forget, mult never be weary. The mighty & unfaint- 


ing Power of G O D does therefore here come in to 
Support us: and thus He Keeps us in an immediate 
and perpetual Dependance upon Him. | 
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 #o Securlly, cc. 19 
WITHOUT one moment's Intermiffion, He is continu- 
lly putting forth his wonderful Power, to move the ne- 
eſſary Springs of Life, to repair our waſting Subſtance, 
nd to preſerve us alive. While He thus inwaidly 
ſtaias & moves us, Hedefends us fromMillions of Evils 
hat wou'd eaſily & quickly deſtroy us: And all this He 
as been conſtantly doing from the very moment that 
> began to form us: 4 I 
HOW devoutly ſhou'd we admire this wonderous 
ork of His in thus upholding the tender Life He has 
iven us ! and this in the midſt of ſuch numerous 
hangers & Enemies to it, both from without and 
ithin, by his mighty and never ceating Influence and 
totect ion. Let us have a Care of aſcribing this to the 
ere Powers of Nature: But let us rightfully yield Him 
e Glory of his immediate Work in his conſtant up- 


olding & moving, as well as original forming & quick- _ 


ing theſe earthy Bodies. In the grateful Seuſe of 
is, with the excellent Job, let us acknowledge to 
OD— * Thy Hands have made me & faſhioned me to- 

ther round about. Thou haſt cloathed me with Skin & 
leſb, and baſt fenced me with Bones & Sinews : Thou haſt- 
auted me Life & Favour, and thy Viſitation has bie 
ved my 'Fparit. os ae” Negri OM 
IN fine, LET us alſoadmire his diſtinguiſbing Goodneſs 
at he He ſhou'd do all this for us, while our Lives. 
ave been ſo vain and fruitleſs of Good, yea fo much, 
uſed to his Diſhonout : and while numbetleſs Mul- 
tudes have paſſed away; and many cut down as the 
raſs, with a ſudden Deftrution. And let us never. 
> guilty of ſuch a vile Ingratitude, ſuch à vile Per- 
rfion of GOD's Kind and continual Operation in us 


d for us; asto employ it againſt Him in Acts of Un- 4 


eanneſs or Drunkeneſs, or any other kinds of Wick 
neſs, ſo extreamly contraty to his moſt pure & excel- 


I;. HAT reaſon have we to be greatly af rail of © | 


U 


— 


ning againſt the glorious GOD, our continual Upholdes. 
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SINCE we thereby run the deſperate Venture of pr 


| Sins, Thou ha wearied me with thine Iniquities. 4 


will venture to provoke Him again, his abuſed Pafthe 


be fulfilled upon you — + Wherefore thus ſaith thi 
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voking Him to ceaſe his ſupport ting Influence, and le m 


us die in an Infant : that we may no longer abuſe hi fi 


Power & Goodneſs, but be called to a ſtrict Accoun 
and puniſhed for it. 7 | . 


HOW great & fearful is the continual Hazard of eve. 
Sinner! How agfpravated are your Sins, and how hig 
your Provocations! While the Bleſſed GOD has beef « 
unceaſingly working to ſupport this brittle Frame of Life « 
you have employ'd the Fruits of his immediate Influg cc 
ence in you, to the Gratification of your filthy Lufty « 
and hisextream Diſpleaſure. While He has been work.. 
ing to create & ſupply you with Nouriſhment, HealtlF ' 
and vital Spirits ; you have been vilely perverting then 
ro the fouleſt Actions. And thus as He expreſſeg«c; 
Himſelf —— [| Thou haſt made me to ſerve with. th « ; 


How extreamly dangerous then muſt be your Con |; 
dition! How can you expect that GOD ſhou'd anys; 


longer exert his mighty Power to ſupport you in you 
deteſtable Courſes ? To recruit you with Strength, tha 


you may be ſtrong +0 Sin? and to- ſupply you with Vi, 
gour, that you may be more violent in it? ? 

AND ſince you have wearied Him with your Inifgf 
quities; what reaſon have you to fear, that if yo 


tience may end at once, and that dieadful Threatning 


Holy One of Iſrael, Becauſe ye deſpiſe this word. and 
z7u# in Deceit (v and Perverſeneſs, and ſtay thereon 
therefore.this Tniquity ſhall he to you as a Breach read 
zo fall, ſwelling out in a high wall; whoſe Breaking bly 
cometh ſuddenly at an Inſtant : and he ſball break it a © 


Ide Potter's Veſſel, that is broken in Pieces: Hs ſhall nol } 
| N ſpare. | . | 4 ; | 2 


IV. 43-24: f Ig. 30. 12. — 14 (v) 80 Chald 
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no Security, & 21 
v THIS O daring Sinner is your ſearful Doom : This 
le may be your ſpeedy & unexpected Portion: Of ſuch a 
ſudden ftroke are you in continual Danger. 


AND now, When you are about to Sin, CONSIDER, 
— ** Now GOD Himſelf is working in me: He is 
ery © now upholding me: He is now ſupplying: me with 
Sy © Blood, Strength & Spirits: And ſhall I now wickedly 
cl} © pervert his Operation in me to worſe than brutiſhActi- 
* ons! Shall I make the glorious GOD ſubferve my 
uf“ filthy Luſts! What can be more ſhocking, horrid and 
ty « provoking? And what a deſperate. Venture do brug 
rky «+ of being now deſerted by bis vital Influence,, which 
It“ 1 am going moſt profanely to abuſe & proftitute,? 
“ Eſpecially when I have been ſo often warned, of this 
el dreadful Danger, both by his Word & Providence? 
thy« and GOD himſelf has declar'd * He that being of ten, 

reproved, hardneth his neck, Hall ſuddenly, be deſtroyed; 

« and that without Remedy. Ha a ext. 
on] O Conſider theſe: things: and Sin if. you dare.— 
anfSin if you can. ot is ot 


ou FN 25 3 1 24 
hal 4. HOW fooliſh, mad & ſottiſh are we to depend and 
Vikruſt to ſo uncertain & fraila Life „ 


AL AS Is any thing more evident than that the moſt, 
Inifof us do ſo ? and don't we all experience upon the leaſt 
YouRefletion, that we arè extreamly inclined to this? Even 
Fafhe elder & more unhealthy Perſons, that feel'the Symp- 
ingoms of Mortality in them; are yet apt to pleaſe them- 
hel ves in the groundleſs Confidence of living ſometime, _ 
andonger. How much more prone are they to depend on 
on Life, who ate in the Bloom of Youth, or in the Verdute 
2adnd' Strength of Age? Who is there in this great Aſſem- 
eingply that does not truſt upon his being alive ro Morrow? 
$a | | wy 2790 5 
no EVEN the beſt of Men are very ſubject to this vain 
' elumption : and thereby indulge themſelves in the, 
—hJeglet of many precious Opportunifes they woud, , » 
aldS$lfe improve for the Glory of GOD aud the Good of 
2 * Prov. 29. I, | 


5 
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dom ; to depend on that they Know is not to be depen- 


and difficult: and yer you preſumptuouſly perſwade 
_ your ſelves, it may be eaſily done when you come to 


in the Expetatigg or Suppoſition at leaſt, of ſo ſudden 4 


V Job 4. 20, 21, f Eccl. 9. 3. 


en Health 
the World. But how greatly do they fail in their Wil- 
ded on, but is abſolutely uncertain to them? 


BUT Oh! How inexpreſlibly greater is the Folly and 
Madneſs of impenitent Sinners ! 
IN the midft of infinite Hazards, they truſt to the 
Strength & Vigour of Nature which they know may fail 
in a moment. And how amazing is this — that reaſona- 
ble & foreſeeing Creatures ſhou'd thus continually run, 


9 a2, a9 =” <7 A -«s 


without any need, the moſt deſperate & apparent Ven- 


ture of droping into endleſs Ruin! Everlaſting Miſei 

muſt be your unavoidable Portion ; unleſs your Natures 
and Lives are renewed, and you heartily turn from al 
your Sins, and receive and ſubmit to CHRIST as your 
Prince and Saviour. But this you find is exceeding hard 


Die, that the time is a great way off, and that then you 
will have Leiſure enough: tho' you likewiſe know 


e . AA. - 


there is not any Certainty of it; but that this all a moſti 8, 


dangerous Cheat you put on your ſelves, and there can t! 
be no Dependance on theſe things you promiſe. fir 
, HOW ſelf-evident & great is our deſtroying Folly} at 
We have the moſt awful Admonitions of Providence jo 
again & again repeated, in the ſurprizing Deaths. off te 
others: and yet alas ! we go on with the ſame ſtupidity— 
as millions have gone before us; till we alſo find ougtt 
ſelves irretrievably decei ved at laſt, and are made ag 8. 
awful, but neglected Warnings to thoſe that follow. OlNG 
the wonderful Sottiſnnefs of the Sons of Men |! They are re 
deſtroyed from morning to evening: they periſh For ever! 
without any regarding it. — They die without wiſdom or 
Yea, The Heart of the Sons of Men is full of Evil; andjoy 
Madneſs is in their Heart while they live, till they, ge 

down to the Dead, f. „ „ 


5. HA reaſon have we then to line continual 
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| | 10 Security, n 
OUR Danger of this, being ſo very great & conftant 3 


there is the utmoſt reaſon to live in the continual Senſe 
of it: as much reaſon to live in the ſame habitual Ap- 
prehenſion of Danger as we had in our Minds upon the 
moſt awakening Iuſtances; or as they had reaſon to 
to have, the very Morning before they fell down and 
died. Our. Hazard being always as great as we appre- 


hended it then to be; and as far as we know, as great 
as theirs the very moment they were cut down and 


witnereds 2 #4 | 
LET us then always be ſenſible that. we are hafti- 
iy paſting thro' an evil World, that is ever full of 
hange & Hazard: and what an exceeding frail & ten- 
der Compoſition are theſe mortal Bodies: Theſe Houſes 
of Clay we dwell in, as Fob deſcribes them; whoſe 


| Foundation is in the Duſt, which are cruſhed before 
the Moth — as quickly & eaſily cruſhed & broken to 


pieces,as that fraileſt of Inſe&s,by a thouſand Accidents. 


O then let us have a Care of falling into ſuch a vain 
Security, as ever to think our ſelves out of Danger of 
the ſudden Seizure of Death: and ſo indulge our ſelves. 
in any Sin, the neglect of any Duty, or give a looſe to 

| any Vanity that may make us unfit to Die. 
Joyful State of Health & Proſperity, when we are ready 
to ſay with the vain rich Man in Luk. 12. 19. Soul, 


lity— Take thine, eaſe, eat, drink & be merry — Let us 


Our 
> As 
ver 


0 
6 


all 


jen 4 Prel 
jpected outward Accident, or ſudden Turn within may be⸗ 


then be aware of the moving Admonition our Bleſſed 


SAVIOUR gives us in the following Verſe —— But 


God ſaid to Him, Thou Fool, this Night thy Soul ſhall be 
required of Thee | tg 1 * ay 


IN the Morning of every Day and before we leave 
our Chambers; Let us then conſider what a ſpeedy Death 
andour outward. Hazards, our inward Frailties, our conti- 
nual Dependance on GOD. for Life, our Sins againſt 


Him and his Diſpleaſure with us, expoſe us to. That 
this may be the laſt Morning we ſhall ever ſee.: The 
laſt Opportunity we may have of Pray ing or Devoting 
our ſelves to our Great Preſerver, That ſome unex- 


” 
. o 
- 
- 
4 


Aus, ia the midſt of our Diverſion or Buſineſs, when 
Ie leaſt look for it; which may bereave us of Senſe at 
f ” : 2 £ "be ay & onge, a 4 


In our moſt 


0 | A ach into 2 Readineſs for ſo 1 80 a 3 as may be 
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once, and not give a moments Warning to cry - Lord 
have Mercy, or to employ one Thought to prepare for 
Eternity. In the Hight of ſeeming Health & Tollity, 
We may be ſnatched away in an Inſtant, and appear 
with Surprize & Trembling before the Throne of GOD. 
And there our carnal Mirth & Pleaſures will look 


like ancient Dreams; but that we may find our ſelves 


to be moſt miſerably deluded by Wen ' te our Irreco- 
verable & endleſs Ruin. 

LET us carry the ſame Suppoſition with us throw: 
out the Day. And then conſider the wiſeſt Methods 
both for our preſent Eaſe & Chearfulneſs, and our 


—_—_ 


6. & laſtly, 7 H 4 T n we der be dingen in Im. 
proving our uncertain Time, that we may be certainly Pre. 
pared for ſo ſudden & momentous a Cbange. | 

OUR Lives being ſo extreamUncertain,and upon their 
expiring. the Judgment immediately following, when our 
State ſhall be determined for ever; of what valt Impor- 


tance is it, that we apply our ſelves to make a certain 


Pre parat ion for it? This muſt needs be the greateſt Con- 


cern of all. It is impoſſible that any other Affair of Life 
ſhou'd ſtand in Competition with it. One moment's En- 


trance into Eternity will convince us fülly of this. 


All other Matters. Riches, Honours, Pleaſures, Crowns 
and Empires, are mere Dreams & Trifles in Compatiſon: 
For if we ſhou'd be ſnatch d away Unready; there is no | 
5 8 We are Undone for ever. 


IN particular, 


| 0 HA need we get immediately © into e Hand 
; toy "fo ſurprizing an Mur. | 
DEATH & Hell are open before us, Stehen Deſtruc- 

tion has no covering, and zow may be the only Seaſon 


We may have to eſeape them. To morro w, yea to night 
may be too late foi ever. Vea you may Die within an 


I E Hour or Minute, for all your preſent Health & Confi- 


dence: And then, O then, What will be' the State of 
your immortal Souls : 7 — How UT dangerous i Is 
the leaſt Delay? 185 

O then let theſe things quicken you to get immedi- 
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0 Security, . 


A 


juſt upon you. O! venture not to put this matter off 


an Hour, a Moment: fince your Eternal Safety may be 


now depending on your improving the preſent Seaſon ; 3 


and if you don't, you may be loſt for ever. 


ö by 


3 
| L 


1 17 his gracious Word - and then humbly Look for the 
Mercy of our Lord JESUS CHRIST unto Eternal Life. A 

at 12 BUT then 5 
alo h £27 H AT need we alſo. live in a continual Readinaſss 
gn t E Danger of Death & Judgment being continual ; 
1 am. Nay is the moſt equal Reaſon to live in a contiaun 3 
on” Preparation for them: To live in the conſtant Views of 
e pat eternal World, we are ſuſpending over by the fraileft 
17 Is hreads, as really as if we ſaw it with our bodily Eyes: 

di- Id to live every Day, as it wou'd become us were it to 
ay be owe, as it may, the very laſt of our Lives © | 
ay U yr 


NOW therefore, Hearken to the Calls of GOD, & no 
longer dare to harden your Hearts thro? the Deceitfulneſs 
of Sin. Now is the only certain accepted Time : and 
Now, if you Improve it, is the certain happy Day, the 


Hour of your Eternal Salvation. Now if you will hear 
7 ts Voice of 60D; Hear it, and your Souls ſhall live. 


BU T what ſhall we Do, that we may be Kick 


Re ad 
FOR this, I wou'd: ſay the ſame things to vo a8 * | 


you had but 2 or 3 minutes to prepare for wagen. * 

NOW then freely yield to all the glaring Hight, Con- 
vict ions & Perſwaſions of the Holy Spirit: Polka them 
91805577 & neglect them no longer. Now mightihy ery 


OD thro? his Son, to Renew, to Sanct ify, to enable 


you to Repent & Believe, and then to Forgive & Save 
you. Now do your utmoſt to Renounce all your Sins, 


without the leaſt Reſerve :. And to receive, ſubmit to 
land rely on CHRIST, as He is offered to you in all his 
- | glorious Offices of Prophet, B rieſt & King ; that He 
may be your perfect Saviour. Now, Give up your ſelves _ 
-eatirely to GOD, the Father, Son & Holy: Ghoſt, in 

an .everlaſting Covenant ; To be. poſſeſſed & governed * 


Aby Him, and to honour & enjoy Him for ever, as your 


higheſt End & Happineſs. In fine, Do all this in deep 
umility, with all your Hearts, and ia Faith of GDs 


accepting you for the ſake of his Son, and accordingto 
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kraus always make the Glory of GOD our higheſt 
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bor de Bal eee OG 
10 this. I Anfwer —Haviag renounced our Sins, be- 
lieved in CHRIST, and devoted our felves to GOD, 
as above; Let us then apply our ſelves, thro' the Grace 

of CHRIST to live agreable to ſuch a ſincere Dedica- 
tian +447 + 333 | 
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principal Buſineſs. ” Let us always be watchful againſt 
every Sin & Snare. Let us e ver be ſtudying & attending 
our jacumbent Duties. Denying all Ungodlineſs and 
worldlyLufts; let us live ſoberly, righteouſly & piouſly 
in this evil World. Let us always exerciſe our ſelves 
in this, to keep Conſciences void of Offence, both to- 
wards GOD & Man. Let us have a Care our Hearts be 
not overcharged with Eating, Drinking, or any other 
ſenſual Pleaſures or Cares of Life; leaſt that awful Hour 
ſhou'd come upon us unawares. Let us be moderate in 
our Affections, Purſuirs, Eujoyments of Earthly things: | 
While we are neceffarily concern'd & pleaſed with them; 
Jet us keep our Hearts above them, and have our higher 
Aims & more delightful Views in Heaven. 


10 Conclude, LET us all be diligent in Redeeming our 
- Hying & uncertain Moments: Doing Honour to. the 
Blefſed GOD, ferving our Generation according to his 
Will, working out our own Salvation, abounding in 
every Grace & Duty: And tho' we may not come up 
fully to ſuch a Life as this; yet let every Failing hum- - 


8 
” 


dle & excite us to be more careful, and to repair atreſh to 
CIS for Pardon & Grace to help for Time to 
dome. And Bleſſed is that Servant, whom his 


Lord, when "He calls, ſhall find ſo Doing. Where- 


18 |. Fore, Brethren, Give Diligence to make "your Calling and 
HDiaection ſure: For if ye do theſ&things, Js PU ee 
For ſo an Entrance ſhall be miniftred to you abundantly 


into the everlaſting Kingdom'of our Lord & Saviour =- MA 
EN. 
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